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trate understand by his subsequent conduct that his sub-
mission was that of the brave, simply analysed the facts as they
were sent to me and did this brave countrymen an unintended
injustice for which my thousand apologies to him. I know I am
most careful in my selection of facts and acts which I criticize or
admire from week to week. I know I am most anxious to avoid
undeserved blame or praise. But I realize more and more the diffi-
culty of a journalist who is desirous of conveying only the correct
news and moulding public opinion in a correct manner.
NON-VIOLENT CONDUCT
The reader will naturally guess that I must have received
more protests against the paragraph on Mr. Tyagi. Most of them
were answered by my second reference containing my amends,
but a Motihari correspondent tells me that my criticism has be-
fogged him. He does not know what he should do in the same
circumstances. I confess it is difficult to lay down an infallible
rule. Cowardice, bravery, hate, love, untruth, truth are all
qualities of the heart. It is easy enough to dissemble virtue as it
is difficult always for an outsider to discover it in another. The
safest rule is to take men's words at their face value till one has proof
to the contrary. I judged Mr. Tyagi's conduct as it was presented
to me in its incomplete form. What our own conduct should be
might be deduced from the following illustrations. Prahlad was
forbidden to take the name of God. Whilst before the prohibition
he was going about his way in a silent manner, now he became
aggressive and drew on his head the most terrible punishment
which he bore cheerfully. Daniel used to worship in secret, but
when the prohibition decree was issued against him he flung open
his door, worshipped God in public and was led like a lamb to
the lion's den. Hazarat Ali, who was more than a match for his
adversary, kissed his hand when the latter spat upon him, and
when the brave Ali felt that if he retorted it would be the retort
of anger. But I know that we possess neither the unalloyed
bravery nor the godliness and therefore the true perception of
these sages of old. We are not free from anger or fear. We are
trying to imbibe the lesson of non-violence and learn fearlessness.
Our non-violence is mixed. It is most of the weak and somewhat
of the strong. The safest rule for us is to run the risk of-becoming
and feeling strong. Therefore when a magistrate gives me a slap,
I must so act as to invite another. I must however never give any
cause for the first slap. If I am rude I must apologize, if I am
defiant I must be meek, if I swear I must humble myself. My